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N.B.: In “A Good Day” (“Una buona giornata”) included in If This Is a Man – Se questo è un 
uomo (1947/1958) – Levi refers to Auschwitz as “the Tower of Babel; and that is what we 
call it, Babelturm, Bobelturm” (Levi 2016a, I: 69) – “la Torre di Babele, è così noi la 
chiamiamo: Babelturm, Bobelturm” (Levi 2016b, I: 193). This extermination camp was a 
multilingual inferno which fostered human beings’ incommunication and dehumanization. 
For her part, the Gulag writing scholar Leona Toker, one of the contributors in this special 
issue, also points to Levi’s “theme of the Babel tower,” and refers to the Gulag camps’ 
“heteroglossia” which “became a part of the counterculture” (2000: 98). And for his part, 
Philippe Mesnard, one of Primo Levi’s biographers, points out that “[Levi] believes in the 
humanity of languages, in the humanizing virtue of the spoken exchange and the sense it 
stems from” (translation mine; not translated into English) – “[Levi] croit en l’humanité 
des langues, en la vertu humanisante de l’échange parlé et du sens qui en provient” 
(Mesnard 2011: 461). Behind this claim is our idea of listening to the witness-survivors’ 
voice in the original version supported by the corresponding translation into English so 
that it can be more widely read. 
 
1. PRIMARY SOURCES 
 
a.  Works by Holocaust/Gulag Witnesses 
Améry, J. At the Mind’s Limits: Contemplations by a Survivor on Auschwitz and Its Realities. 
Trans. Sidney Rosenfeld & Stella P. Rosenfeld. Bloomington, IN: Indiana UP, 1980 (Jenseits 
von Schuld und Sühne. Bewältigungsversuche eines Überwältigen. Stuttgart: Klett-Cota, 
1977 [1966]). The author’s main line of reasoning is that torture was not only one of the 
                                                        
1 I am indebted to Leona Toker, Aimee Pozorski and Cheryl Chaffin, who have greatly contributed to 
improving the quality of this section. Any mistakes or errors, however, are my sole responsibility. 
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countless cruelties used by the Nazis to destroy inmates’ mental sanity. His argument is 
that it was actually at the core of Nazism.  
 
Bruck, E. Signora Auschwitz: Le don de la parole (Entre histoire et mémoire). Trans. Patricia 
Amardeil, Paris: Éditions Kimé, 2015 (Signora Auschwitz. Il dono della parola. Venezia: 
Marsilio Editori, 2014 [1999]). This memoir, whose title makes reference to how a student 
addressed the author to ask her one Holocaust-related question, deals with a witness-
survivor’s approach of memory as fate. 
 
Delbo, C. Auschwitz and After. Trans. Rosette C. Lamont. New Haven & London: Yale 
University Press, 1995. This one-volume book gathers the three volumes originally 
published in French. (See the annotation for each volume below.) 
 
Delbo, C. Auschwitz et après. Aucun de nous ne reviendra. Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit, 
1970a, Vol. 1. In this first book of her Auschwitz-based trilogy, where prose and poetry are 
combined throughout the narrative, the memorist evokes her extreme suffering through a 
number of scenes starting when she arrived at Auschwitz. 
 
Delbo, C. Auschwitz et après. Une connaissance inutile. Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit, 1970b, 
Vol. 2. In the second book of the trilogy, the author continues to recreate her inferno-like 
experience through a number of images which, as in the case of Aucun de nous, are 
narrated in prose and in poetry. 
 
Delbo, C. Auschwitz et après. Mesure de nos jours. Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit, 1971, Vol. 
3. Once liberated from her imprisonment, the memoirist reflects on how to carry on living 
a traumatic post-Auschwitz existence. 
 
Demidov, G. Liubov’ za koliuchei provolokoi: Povesti i rasskazy (Любовь’ за колючей 
проволокой: Повести и рассказы). Moscow: Vozvrashchenie, 2010. This volume includes 
the Gulag stories that the author, a young talented engineer, wrote after his 14-year 
imprisonment in the Kolyma region (Siberia). 
 
Demidov, G. Oranzhevyi abazhur: Tri povesti o tridtsat’ sed’mom (Оранжевый абажур: 
Три повести о тридцать седьмом). Moscow: Vozvrashchenie, 2009. In the collection—
translated as The Orange Lampshade—the stories focus on the arrests and interrogations 
of 1937, the peak year of the Great Terror. 
 
Demidov, G. Chudnaia planeta: Rasskazy (Чудная планета: Рассказы). Moscow: 
Vozvrashchenie, 2008. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of his birth, his daughter 
collected some of the most memorable of his stories and published them in this volume 
translated as “Wonder Planet” or “Miraculous Planet.” 
 
Kertész, I. Kaddish for a Child Not Born. Trans. Christopher C. Wilson and Katharina M. 
Wilson. Northwestern University Press, 1997 (Kaddis a meg nem született gyermekért. 
Budapest: Magvető Könyvkiadó, 1990). In this novella the witness-survivor addresses his 
traumatic experience of the Holocaust through a confession that accounts for the reasons 
why he cannot bring a child into this world. 
 
Levi, P. The Complete Works of Primo Levi. Ann Goldstein (ed.), New York: Norton, 2016a, 3 
vols. (Opere complete. Marco Belpoliti (ed.), Torino: Giulio Einaudi Editore, 2016b, 2 vols.). 
These three-volume/two-volume works by the well-known Auschwitz survivor includes 
fiction and non-fiction. On the other hand, it should be noted that the new edition in Italian 
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came out exactly two decades after the first—and previous—one which, as in the case of 
Complete Works, gathers the memorist’s complete fiction and non-fiction. 
 
Levi, P. If Not Now, When? Trans. William Weaver, New York: Penguin Books, 1995. This 
novel is the story of a group of Jewish partisans and resistance fighters whose goal is to 
sabotage the Nazi war machinery. The narrative starts in Belorrussia (Soviet Union) and 
ends in Milan (Italy). (This edition is used in Cheryl Chaffin’s “Auschwitz as University.”) 
 
Levi, P. Other People’s Trades. Trans. Raymond Rosenthal, London: Abacus, 1991. This 
volume includes fifty-two essays written between 1969 and 1985 by the Italian Holocaust 
survivor. Among them, the reader will find reviews, autobiographical sketches and 
scientific curiosities. (This edition is used in Cheryl Chaffin’s “Auschwitz as University.”) 
 
Levi, P. Survival in Auschwitz. (If This Is a Man). Trans. Stuart Woolf, New York: Simon and 
Schuster, 1996 [1958]. This is the author’s first book about his concentrationary 
experience in Auschwitz. (This edition is used in Cheryl Chaffin’s “Auschwitz as 
University.”) 
 
Levi, P. & de Benedetti, L. Auschwitz Report. Trans. Judith Woolf. New York & London: 
Verso Books, 2006 (Rapporto sulla organizzazione igienico-sanitaria del Campo di 
concentramento per Ebrei di Monowitz (Auschwitz-Alta Sileisa). Opere complete. Torino: 
Giulio Einaudi Editore, 2016b, I, 1177-1194). This report, redacted in 1945 and published 
in “Minerva medica” the following year, was written by Primo Levi and Leonardo de 
Benedetti for the Russian authorities. The original title—Report on the Sanitary and 
Medical Organization of the Monowitz Concentration Camp for Jews (Auschwitz-Upper 
Silesia)—is self-explanatory. (This work is not included in The Complete Works of Primo 
Levi.) 
 
Rousset, D. The Other Kingdom. Trans. Ramon Guthrie. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 
1947 (L’univers concentrationnaire. Paris: Éd. Pluriel, 2011 [1965]). Written by a former 
Buchenwald prisoner, this is a seminal autobiographical work that addressed the horror of 
the Nazi extermination camps. 
 
Semprún, J. Literature or Life. Trans. Linda Coverdale. New York: Penguin Books, 1997 
(L’écriture ou la vie. Paris: Éditions Gallimard, 1994). This novel ponders the Buchenwald 
survivor’s difficulty of addressing the traumatic concentrationary experience through 
writing. In order to do it properly, he thinks that first one should forget the horror so that 
he can remember it gradually. If not, he could have committed suicide as in the case of 
Primo Levi and Jean Améry, among others. 
Semprún, J. The Long Voyage. Trans. Richard Seaver. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 
1964 (Le grand voyage. Paris: Éditions Gallimard, 1963). This novel gives an account of a 
five-day journey in a freight car that took more than one hundred people to the 
Buchenwald Nazi camp. Among them, is the first-person narrator Manuel, a 21-year-old 
Spanish member of the French resistance and the author’s alter ego.  
Semprún, J., Wiesel, E. Schweigen ist unmöglich. Trans. Wolfram Bayer. Suhrkamp Verlag 
AG, 1997 (Se taire est impossible. Paris: Éditions Mille et une nuits, 1995). On the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the liberation of Buchenwald, the former Holocaust prisoners 
Jorge Semprún and Elie Wiesel talk about their concentrationary horror. 
Shalamov, V. Kolyma Stories. Trans. Donald Rayfield. New York: New York Review of 
Books, 2018. This is a new translation (with some controversail lexical choices) that 
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includes all the stories of Shalamov's first three story cycles. In his book review about the 
author’s stories, William Boyd, the reviewer, claims, for instance, that Shalamov is the 
equal of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn. 
 
Shalamov, V. Sobranie sochinenii v chetyrekh tomakh (Собрание сочинений в четырех 
томах). I. P. Sirotinskaia (ed.), Moscow: Khudozhestvennaia literatura/Vagrius, 1998. 
These are the Collected Works in four volumes by the Russian writer, journalist and 
Kolyma survivor. 
 
Shalamov, V. Kolyma Tales. Trans. John Glad. London: Penguin, 1994. Selected short 
stories that describe life in the hard Soviet labor camps in north eastern Siberia. 
 
Solzhenitsyn, A. The Gulag Archipelago 1918-56: An Experiment in Lierary Investigation. 
Edward E. Ericson, Jr (ed.), London: The Harvill Press, 2007 (Archipelago Gulag. New York: 
Harper & Row, 1975, 3 Vols.; Архипела́г ГУЛА́Г: Опыт художественного исследования. 
Paris: YMCA Press, 1987, 4 Vols.). In this masterpiece of Gulag writing, the witness-
survivor explains in detail the eleven years he spent in Soviet labor camps and in exile 
against the background of the history of the Gulag and the experience of other prisoners. 
The autobiographical part of his narrative ranges from his initial arrest to the death of 
Stalin in 1953 and its aftermath. 
Solzhenitsyn, A. One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. Trans. Ralph Parker. New York: 
Penguin Books, 2000 [1962] (Один день Ивана Денисовича. Moskva: Sovietskii Pisatel, 
1997). This is the author’s first published (fiction) work. It tells the story of how a prisoner 
survives his imprisonment in a Soviet labor camp in Karaganda, in northern Kazakhstan. 
Sruoga, B. Forest of the Gods. Trans. Aušrinė Byla. Vilnius: Versus Aureus, 2005 [1957] 
(Dievų miškas. Kaunas: Šviesa, 1989 [1957]). One of the earliest memoirists about the Nazi 
concentration camps, this Lithuanian writer gives a detailed account of his imprisonment 
in the Stutthof camp (Poland). 
 
Wiechert, E. Forest of the Dead. Trans. Ursula Stechow. Greenberg, 1947 (Der Totenwald. 
Ein Bericht. Berlin: Union Verlag, 1977 [1946]). The author of this novel, a former head of 
the Confessional Church and an active critic of Nazism, gives an account of his four-month 
imprisonment in the Buchenwald camp. 
Wiesel, E. Night. Trans. Marion Wiesel. New York: Hill and Wang, 2006 [1958] (La nuit. 
Paris: Les Éditions de Minuit, 2007 [1958]). In this memoir the French Auschwitz survivor 
of Romanian extract explains how he and his family were deported to Auschwitz and to 
Birkenau, and the subsequent ordeal he and his father went through. 
 
Wiesenthal, S. The Sunflower. New York: Schocken Books, 1976 (Die Sonnenblume. 
Gerlingen: Bleicher Verlag, 1981 [1969]). Central to this book about a survivor’s 
experience in a Nazi camp that addresses the delicate issue of forgiveness and 
reconciliation is the story of Simon, a young Jew who is summoned to the deathbed of a 
Nazi soldier who has been wounded in combat. The version in English includes essays by 
Jacob Kaplan, Primo Levi, Salvador de Madariaga and Cynthia Ozick, among others; the 
original German version also includes essays. For instance, by Jean Améry, Saul 
Friedländer and Albert Speer. 
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b. Other Primary Sources 
Bellow, S. The Bellarosa Connection. New York: Penguin Books, 1989. This novella 
explores the significance of memory through the story of Harry Fonstein, an immigrant 
saved from the Nazis thanks to an underground operation led by the Broadway producer 
Billy Rose. 
 
Bible Gateway. https://www.biblegateway.com/ [18 January 2019]. This open access 
Website offers the possibility of reading the Bible in different versions and in seventy-two 
languages. 
 
“Bundle.” Oxford English Dictionary, Oxford UP, 2018. http://www.oed.com/ [24 January 
2019]. Regarded as the accepted authority on the English language, this dictionary is a 
guide to the history, the meaning and the pronunciation of around 600,000 words. 
 
Chabon, M. The Final Solution. New York: Harper Perennial, 2005 [2004]. This novella, set 
in the England of 1944, is a detective story in which an octogenarian bee-keeper 
investigates the disappearance of a parrot. The title of the book has very significant 
implications for the solution of the mystery. 
 
Dostoyevsky, F. The Devils. Trans. David Magarshak. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1953 
(Bessy [Бесы]. Sobranie sochinenii [Собрание сочинений]. Moscow: Pravda, 1982, Vol. 8). 
Set in the Russia of the 1860s, this novel, written after the author’s return from his exile in 
Siberia, deals with the nihilism that pervaded the Russian society of the time. 
 
Foer, J. S. Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close. Mariner Books, 2005. Narrated by a 9-year-
old child named Oskar Schell, this novel tells the story of Oskar Schell who, after one year 
his dad was killed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks, finds a key in a vase that had belonged to 
his father. Finding where that key belongs will help him discover many things about his 
dad. 
 
Foer, J. S. Everything Is Illuminated. Penguin Books, 2002. The author’s first novel tells the 
story of Jonathan Safran, an American Jew who travels to Ukraine, the country from which 
part of his family is. The purpose of his visit is to find out more about Trachimbrod, a 
shtetl destroyed during the Holocaust. 
 
Nabokov, V. Bend Sinister. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1974. Set in the fictitious European 
city of Padukgrad, one of the axis of the novel is what is known as “Ekwilism,” a philosophy 
which, imposed by a totalitarian government, fosters the idea that everyone should be and 
think alike. 
 
Nabokov, V. Invitation to a Beheading. Trans. Dmitri Nabokov in collaboration with the 
author. New York: Putnam, 1959. This novel is the story of the last days in jail of a Kafka-
style character named Cincinnatus C., who has been imprisoned and sentenced to death 
after being accused of what the authorities call “gnostical turpitude.” 
 
Nietzsche, F. The Birth of Tragedy. Basic Writings of Nietzsche. Ed. and trans. Walter 
Kaufmann. New York: The Modern Library, 1966 [1872] (Die Geburt der Tragödie. 
München: Deutscher Taschenbuch Verlag, 1988 [1872], Vol. 1). This book gathers some of 
the German philosopher’s best works: The Birth of Tragedy, Seventy-Five Aphorisms from 
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Five Volumes, Beyond Good and Evil, On the Genealogy of Morals, The Case of Wagner, and 
Ecce Homo. 
 
Ozick, C. The Shawl. New York: Vintage International, 1990 [1989]. This is a fictional 
account—in short story form—of the experience that Rosa, a Holocaust prisoner, and her 
baby Magda go through during their imprisonment in a Nazi camp. 
 
Pinter, H. Ashes to Ashes. New York: Grove Press, 1996. In this one-act play, set in 1940s 
Britain, the dramatist addresses the issue of the Holocaust through the recollections of 
Rebeccah, one of the two characters in this play. 
 
Reznikoff, C. Holocaust. Santa Barbara: Black Sparrow Press, 1975. Arguably the author’s 
best work, this is a book-length poem whose material is drawn on court records of the 
well-known Eichmann trial held in Jerusalem in 1961. 
 
Rilke, R. M. “Day in Autumn.” Trans. Mary Kinzie, Poetry Foundation, Retrieved from 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/50937/day-in-autumn. [21 
July 2018] (Rainer Maria Rilkes Gedichte. Ed. Joerg K. Sommermeyer.Berlin: Orlando Syrg 
Taschenbuch, 2018, 101-102). The subject matter of this 12-line poem is the transition 
from summer to autumn. 
 
Styron, W. Sophie’s Choice. New York: Vintage International, 1992 [1979]. This novel 
revolves around the relationships between Stingo, a young writer from the South, Nathan 
Landau, a Jewish scientist, and Sophie, a Polish Catholic survivor of the German Nazi 
concentration camps and Nathan’s lover. The theme of “Judeocide” is at the center of the 
story. 
 
Winger, A. This Must Be the Place. Riverhead Books, 2008. This novel tells the relationship 
between Hope, an American woman who wants to leave her past behind and decides to 
escape from the United States to Berlin, and Walter Baum, a once successful actor, whose 
past is, like Hope’s, full of pain and trauma. 
 
 
 
2. SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
a. Holocaust/Gulag-related Studies 
Aarons, V. (ed.). The New Jewish American Literary Studies. Cambridge, UK & New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2019. This volume, which approaches third-generation 
Jewish American writing from different perspectives, addresses key questions such as 
race, identity, gender, sexuality and assimilation, among others. 
 
Aarons, V. “Bellow and the Holocaust.” The Cambridge Companion to Saul Bellow. 
Cambridge. Victoria Aarons (ed.), Cambridge University Press, 2017, 55-67. DOI: 
10.1017/9781316266175.007. The major themes of Bellow’s works are explored in this 
Companion: among others, the presence of specific movements such as existentialism; the 
city as protagonist in his narratives; the Holocaust; antisemitism; aging and death. 
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Aarons, V. (ed.). Third-Generation Holocaust Narratives. Memory in Memoir and Fiction. 
Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2016. This volume includes nine essays that explore third-
generation Holocaust writing and the intergenerational transmission of trauma and 
memory. The book closes with a third-generation narrative that leads the reader to the 
author’s family history. 
 
Aarons, V. “The Certainties of History and the Uncertainties of Representation in Post-
Holocaust Writing.” Studies in American Jewish Literature. 2012a, Vol. 31, No. 2, 134-148. 
This essay focuses on the witness-survivor’s Holocaust-induced trauma and the risks they 
run when they decide to bear witness to their experiences. 
 
Aarons, V. “Jewish American Fiction.” The Cambridge Companion to American Fiction After 
1949. John Duvall (ed.), Cambridge University Press, 2012b, 129-141. This book chapter is 
an overview of first, second, and third-generation Jewish American writers, including 
canonical figures such as Saul Bellow, Bernard Malamud and Philip Roth, and more 
contemporary writers such as Allegra Goodman, among others. 
 
Aarons, V., Patt, A. J. & Shechner, M. (eds.). The New Diaspora. The Changing Landscape of 
American Jewish Fiction. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2015. This book gathers 
reprints selections of short fiction from writers like Nathan Englander, Jonathan Safran 
Foer and Rebecca Goldstein, among others. The second part of the volume gathers fiction 
of authors who work in America—but are not American by birth—such as Russia (Maxim 
Shrayer), Canada (Robert Majzels) and Israel (Avner Mandelman), to give just a few 
names. 
 
Adams, J. “The Dream of the End of the World: Magic Realism and Holocaust History in 
Jonathan Safran Foer’s Everything Is Illuminated.” Clio. 2009, Vol. 39, No. 1, 53-77. In this 
essay, the author, who explores the use of magic realism in Foer’s first novel, advocates 
that this literary genre is a necessary approach to history. 
 
Adorno, T. “Culture Criticism and Society.” Prisms. Trans. Samuel and Shierry Weber. MIT 
Press, 1967. 17-34 (“Kulturkritik und Gesellschaft.” Prismen. Kulturkritik Frankfurt am 
Main: Suhrkamp Taschenbuch Wissenschaft, 1975, 7-26). In this classic essay about the 
concept of critical theory, the German sociologist focuses on the role any critic plays 
inside—and outside—culture. 
 
Applebaum, A. Iron Curtain. The Crushing of Eastern Europe. New York: Penguin Books, 
2012. This volume covers a 4-decade period of the history of Communist regimes which 
shows how opposition was destroyed and how people had to choose whether to fight, to 
collaborate or to escape. 
 
Applebaum, A. Gulag. A History of the Soviet Camps. New York: Penguin Books, 2003. A 
seminal work about how the victims of the Gulag system, defined by its author as “Russia’s 
forgotten holocaust,” lived, suffered, were killed or survived in order to bear witness to 
one of history’s most horrendous crimes. 
 
Aragay, M. “Writing, Politics, and Ashes to Ashes: An Interview with Harold Pinter.” The 
Pinter Review. (1995-96): 4-15. In this interview the well-known British playright of the 
theater of the absurd talks about his 1996 play, which addresses the theme of the 
Holocaust. 
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Bauman, Z. Modernity and the Holocaust. Oxford University Press, 1999 [1991]. The thesis 
of this book is that it is necessary to interpret the events of the Holocaust as rooted not 
only in the nature of modern society but also in the main categories of modern social 
thought. 
 
Belpoliti, M. and Gordon, R. The Voice of Memory: Primo Levi Interviews, 1961- 1987. New 
York: New Press, 2001. This book includes thirty-six interviews with the Italian Auschwitz 
survivor, where he addresses, among other issues, his experience as a concentration camp 
inmate, his work as a writer, as a chemist, and his Jewishness. 
 
Belpoliti, M. Primo Levi di fronte e di profilo. Milan: Guanda, 2016. This is an in-depth 
study of the Italian Holocaust survivor and writer’s life and works. The author of this 
volume pays special attention to the writer’s first book If This Is a Man. 
 
Chaffin, C. After Poland: A Memoir Because of Primo Levi. Common Ground Research 
Networks, Champaign: Illinois, 2018. This book, written after the author’s travel to Poland, 
explores the ethical implications of the Italian survivor’s deportation to the Auschwitz 
concentration camp in 1944. 
 
Chudakova, M. “‘You Were Right, Virgin Mary!..’” (“‘Ty prava, Bogoroditsa!..’” [“‘Ты права, 
Богородица!..’”]). Liubov’ za koliuchei provolokoi (Любовь за колючей проволокой). 
Georgy Demidov, Moscow: Vozvrashchenie. Demidov 2010: 5–7. The Russian historian 
and literary critic included this essay in the Kolyma survivor’s collection Love Behind the 
Barbed Wire. 
 
Chudakova, M. “‘Not to Bend One’s Conscience, One’s Intentions, or One’s Neck…’.” (“‘Ne 
gnut’ ni sovesti, ni pomyslov, ni shei’” [“‘Не гнуть ни совести, ни помыслов, ни шеи’”]). 
Oranzhevyi abazhur (Оранжевый абажур). Georgy Demidov, Moscow: Vozvrashchenie. 
2009, 5–13. The Russian historian and literary critic included this essay in the Kolyma 
survivor’s collection The Orange Lampshade. 
 
Chudakova, M. “The Echo of Kolyma: For the Hundredth Anniversary of Georgy Demidov” 
(“Ekho Kolymy: K 100-letiyu Georgiya Demidova” [“Эхо Колымы (К 100-летию Георгия 
Демидова”]). Chudnaia planeta: rasskazy (Чудная планета: рассказы). Georgy Demidov, 
Moscow: Vozvrashchenie, 2008, 339–353. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 
Kolyma survivor’s birth, the prestigious Russian historian and literary critic wrote this 
essay included in Wonder Planet (or Miraculous Planet). 
 
Clendinnen, I. Reading the Holocaust. Cambridge University Press, 1999. This book-length 
study about the Holocaust approaches this issue not only from the point of view of the 
victims but of the perpetrators as well. 
 
Codde, P. “Keeping History at Bay: Absent Presences in Three Recent Jewish American 
Novels.” Modern Fiction Studies. 2011, Vol. 57, No. 4, 673-693. This essay argues that the 
literary work of third-generation Jewish American writers such as Jonathan Safran Foer‘s 
Everything is Illuminated and Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, and Nicole Krauss‘s The 
History of Love are haunted by Jacques Derrida’s concept of “traces,” the spectral elements 
concealed and discernible within the text as “absent presences.” 
 
Cohen, B. “The Children’s Voice: Postwar Collection of Testimonies from Child Survivors of 
the Holocaust.” Holocaust and Genocide Studies. 2007, Vol. 21, No. 1, 73-95. This essay not 
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only analyzes the publication of children’s testimonies occurred in the immediate postwar 
period but also the evolution of anthologies of children’s testimonies. 
 
Cory, M. “Comedic Distance in Holocaust Literature.” Journal of American Culture. 1995, 
Vol. 18, No. 1, 35-40. This paper addresses the use of comedy in Holocaust literature as a 
coping strategy. The author specifically explains that one of the functions of humor in this 
context is to define the boundaries of our moral response to the events of the Holocaust. 
 
Craps, S. & Buelens, G. “Traumatic Mirrorings: Holocaust and Colonial Trauma in Michael 
Chabon’s The Final Solution.” Criticism. 2011, Vol. 53, No. 4, 569–586. The authors of this 
essay advocate the idea that Chabon’s novella challenges the conventional reading of the 
Holocaust as an unimaginable, incomprehensible event and argue that the Nazi horror 
should be returned to the realm of history. 
 
Dawidowicz, L. S. The War Against the Jews 1933-1945. New York: Bantam Books, 1986 
[1975]. This is a detailed analysis of the Holocaust, from the origins of German Anti-
Semitism to the extermination of six million Jews in the so-called “Final Solution” 
(“Endlösung”). 
 
Demidova, V. “To the Future about the Cursed Past” (“‘Budushchemu na prokliatoe 
proshloe…’” [Будущему на проклятое прошлое...”]). Shalamovskii sbornik 
(Шаламовский сборник) 4, 2011, 63–77. In this essay, the Kolyma survivor’s daughter 
addresses the works of her father as a literary artist and as a witness. 
 
Demidova, V. “Reminiscences about Father” (“Vospominania ob otse” [“Воспоминания 
об отце”]). Chudnaia planeta: rasskazy (Чудная планета). Georgy Demidov, Moscow: 
Vozvrashchenie, 2008, 6–12. On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Kolyma 
survivor’s birth, his daughter published a festschrift included in this special book. 
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